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proper and correct time sense, therefore, requires that any
date given in the Hijra era is indicated by its definite corres-
pondence in the Christian era. This is especially necessary
when Hijra years and Arabi lunar months are mentioned in
an inscription.

The Hijra year is purely a lunar year, and the calendrical
system associated with it for the specification of dates is also
a lunar one.   There is no arithmetical accuracy in this system
of reckoning months and years.   Visibility of the moon is the
sole factor which determines and controls this system.    The
first Chandra, or first day of a month, commences with the
visibility of the moon.    This visibility is liable to variation
in different geographical areas and is also dependent on the
uncertainty of human observation.   Once a day's difference is
initially introduced in any particular area in the commence-
ment of a  month, the  same is   carried  through the  whole
month, i.e. until the beginning of the next month as deter-
mined by the observer.    The day of the month or Chandra
changes with the sunset, and hence one Chandra or a day cor-
responds to two half days of the Christian era or Roman
calendar.   The exact time of an historical event must deter-
mine whether the Chandra should correspond to the first or
second half day of the Roman calendar.   It is safer to calcu-
late the correspondence of the weekday, if it is combined with
the Hijra date or Chandra.   The weekday definitely enables us
to judge whether the first or the second half of the day in the
Roman calendar is really meant.    But here again there can
be no guarantee of accuracy.   It has been noticed that in some
areas the practice of counting a weekday from sunset was also
current.   In such areas sometimes " yesterday " is indicated by
a " third previous weekday ".   This practice causes some con-
fusion in determining the dates in 'Akhbars' although this-
time indication is no mistake in itself.    One writing at, say
8 p.m. on his Monday, would certainly mention an event hap-
pening at, say 5 pan. of his " yesterday", as Saturday.   His
Sunday commenced one or two hours later and aided one or
two hours earlier than the time of his writing.   It, therefore,.